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A Message from the Publisher 


Dear Reader, 

This second volume of the Underground Classics series is dedicated to the memory of 
Dave Sheridan, who passed away on March 28, 1982 after the sudden onset of lymphatic 
cancer. This volume and the next in the series attempt to present the wonderful talents 
and abilities of this great underground cartoonist through one of his most memorable 
characters, Dealer McDope. 


Born and raised in Cleveland, Ohio, Dave attended the Cleveland Art Institute where he 
met Fred Schrier and began an artistic collaboration that would continue for years. The 
two cartoonists came to San Francisco in 1969, bringing with them the art that was to 
become Mother's Oats #1. 


The stories in this volume are presented in the sequence in which they were drawn. They 
first appeared in Mother’s Oats #1 (1969), Mother’s Oats #2 (1970), and Mother’s Oats #3 
(1975). Additionally, the first story appeared in the anthology Best of the Rip Off Press, Vol. 
1, the second and third stories in the anthology Mindwarp. The back cover first appeared on 
the back cover of The Rip Off Review of Western Culture Vol. 2 and was used extensively in 
several election campaigns to decriminalize marijuana in California during the early 
1970's. 


Notice that the art in the first story is drawn to the proportions of a drawing tablet rather 
than a comic book. The art is very free and vigorous, often bursting out of the irregular 
panels. In fact, in the stories presented in this volume, the page itself is the basic unit of 
drawing. Each page is a complete work of art, only incidentally making up a narrative story. 
Compare this to the more usual cartooning style consisting of a sequence of nearly iden- 
tically proportioned panels. 


The material presented here has been out of print and unavailable for some time. Only 
collectors and ageing hippies are likely to have copies of the comic books in which it first 
appeared. Since the art is so powerfully imaginative and important to an understanding of 
the psychedelic underground art of the times, Rip Off Press is now making it possible for 
today’s comix buyers to own their own copies of this work. 


Fred Todd 






President—Rip Off Press, Inc. 
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